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Why Sequoyah? Why Now?








Research in James Banks, Christine Slater, and others convinces me of the power of the counterstory.





Sleeter particularly challenges me to break away from the dominant culture mentality, often implied in curriculum standards, while still addressing those same standards.
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I didn’t know Sequoyah’s story.  My schooling resonated with the themes of the dominant culture.  Sequoyah’s process in inventing written language drew me in, and should fascinate middle school students.  I cannot teach American history in a multicultural manner without expanding my repertoire of stories.  Sequoyah’s is a start.





Individual and group work, writing and alternative media, English, Cherokee, and all other languages spoken in the class:  Each of these ideas graces this lesson.  So too, does the idea that students can act to make a difference.





The rules of language, the critical thinking, the journaling and group activities, the authentic writing, all address the standards.





Sequoyah’s story touches the mind, the heart, and the soul.











